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January 2022

Dear Members of Pickleball Lincoln,
This past year, 2021, has been remarkable for pickleball in Lincoln. Pickleball
is America’s fastest-growing sport for almost all ages and that is true in Lincoln,
Nebraska, as well. It is indeed an exci ng me for pickleball in Lincoln.
You will see in the following report the tremendous support volunteers have
given to the development of pickleball in Lincoln. Your board members are all
volunteers but it is you, the greater membership of Pickleball Lincoln, who really
make things happen. The success of our organiza on is because of you and we
hope for your con nued involvement in the future.
We have accomplished much in this past year and there are many
opportuni es and challenges for 2022. We look forward to con nuing to develop
the sport of pickleball in Lincoln. Your ideas and input are important to our future
success and we invite you to reach out to any board member at any me with your
ideas and comments. Our PLI email account is: PickleballLincoln@gmail.com.
Thank you for being a member and suppor ng the ac vi es of Pickleball Lincoln.
Sincerely,

Pickleball Lincoln
Board of Directors

Mark Nelson, President

Mark Nelson, President
Bill Roehrs, Vice President
Joel Houston, Assistant Vice President
Jane Cech, Secretary
Rosalie Duﬀy, Assistant Secretary
Mike Magnuson, Treasurer
John Reinhardt, Assistant Treasurer
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PLI Mission Statement
Pickleball Lincoln Inc. is a volunteer-run 501(c)3 non-proﬁt
whose mission is to help our members make the most of the
beneﬁts that the sport of pickleball has to oﬀer in Lincoln.
We do this by:
Fostering the growth of a unique inclusive community focused on
fun, ﬁtness, and friendship
Advoca ng and fundraising for new and improved playing venues
Providing opportuni es for skill development and compe

on

..

Maintaining a comprehensive informa on hub of pickleball ac vi es
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Membership
Membership Numbers
Picklelball Lincoln has experienced tremendous growth in membership in 2021. The membership
fee was set at $20.00 per year. While the percentage increase is less than early years, the sheer
number of new and renewal members shows PLI is headed in the right direc on
Membership
Percentage
Numbers
Change
Increase
2017

52

—

—

2018

112

+ 60

+115%

2019

276

+164

+146%

2020

450

+174

+ 63%

2021

740

+290

+ 64%

Member Beneﬁts
Pickleball Lincoln is ever mindful of the importance of suppor ng members and providing good
value to members. The board strives to provide new beneﬁts while con nuing to support the
exis ng beneﬁts for PLI members.

Discounts for local tournaments
Discounts at The Racquet Corner and Pickleball Central
Free lesson with a new membership
Equipment for drop-in play at any of 30 courts in Lincoln
Opportuni es for round robins
Recrea onal and Educa onal Pickleball (REP) for beginners
PLI Member-only access to pickleball courts at Speedway Sports Complex
Use of Play me Scheduler at Speedway, Calvert and F Street Rec Centers

Skills & Drills Sessions at various courts
Tournaments and Scrambles
Social Gatherings
Facebook: Pickleball Lincoln NE
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Let’s Play Pickleball
Pickleball Lincoln has a mo o: Fun, Fitness, and Friendship. We promote
a friendly encouraging environment for people of all ages and skill levels.
In 2021, we oﬀered opportuni es for recrea onal players, intermediate
and advanced players who desire compe ve opportuni es. But the core
value for all levels comes back to Fun, Fitness and Friendship.

Outdoor Play
Peterson Park is a Dedicated Pickleball Court
Complex with 10 high-quality courts. It is
designed for drop-in play with occasional
opportuni es for round robin and tournament
play.

Satellite Courts
In addi on to Peterson Park, PLI supplies the
ﬁve satellite loca ons at Ballard, Eden, Henry,
Roberts and Seng Parks with nets, ﬁrst aid
supplies, and other needs in orange locked
storage boxes. Equipment is checked monthly
and repaired or replaced as needed. Key to the success of the satellite loca ons is a group of
volunteer Court Champions supported by PLI board member, Jane Cech. Court Champions ensure
that equipment is available to players and help with communica on among players.
Court Champions in 2021 were:
Helen Moore

Joel Houston

Bill Roehrs

Judy Eicher

Karen Flowers

Mike Korsakas

Bev Sprouse

Barb McIntyre

Cindy Bremer

Mary Ryan

Doni Bowers

Karen Baenziger

Teresa Alexander

Robin McFarland

Susan Mar n

Pickleball Lincoln worked hard in 2021 to ensure open/drop-in play as well as women’s, men’s and
mixed double round robins, intermediate skills & drills, and Recrea onal-Educa onal-Pickleball (REP)
for beginners & novice-level players. Beginner group lessons were given by appointment.
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Let’s Play Pickleball
Indoor Play
Pickleball Lincoln has developed and maintained formal and informal partnerships with Speedway Sports Complex, Lincoln Parks and Recrea on, and Genesis Health Clubs. These
partnerships help ensure indoor places to play pickleball in winter seasons. Indoor play was
enhanced by the use of Play me Scheduler which allows players to sign up for play me at
various loca ons. Play me Scheduler was ini ally used at Speedway Sports Complex and
introduced later at Calvert Rec Center and F Street Rec Center.

Speedway Sports Complex (12 to 18 courts) oﬀered drop-in and round robin play as well as
beginner play. Jane Cech coordinated equipment and play at Speedway assisted by Tim Sell, Ed
Johnson, Mike Korsakas, Miriam Wallick, and Doni Bowers. Round robins are organized by Bill
Roehrs, Mike Korsakas, Darcy McBride, Susan Mar n & Mary Ryan.
Calvert Rec Center (3 courts) oﬀered drop-in sessions on three courts with scheduling posted on
Play me Scheduler by Doug Marthaler.
F Street Rec Center (3 courts) oﬀered drop-in sessions as well as supported ongoing round robin
play with established groups of players. PLI Board member Jane Cech was a key support person and
posted schedules on Play me Scheduler.
Genesis Health Clubs oﬀered leagues and drop-in play and was supported by PLI board member,
Joel Houston.
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Volunteers
To put it simply, pickleball in Lincoln would not be what it is today without countless

volunteers and volunteer hours. Some of those volunteer ac vi es this past year included:
-clearing satellite courts of debris such as gravel, leaves, pine needles, rainwater and snow
-evalua ng courts, fences, and equipment for repairs and replacements
-dona ng materials and adding screens in areas where balls would roll under
-pulling and spraying and trimming weeds and grasses around fence lines
-sewing and mending nets and repairing hardware
-installing windscreens at Ballard Park and Peterson Park
-dona ng and installing windsocks at Peterson Park
-se ng up and taking down nets for drop-in play
-assis ng with beginner and OLLI classes
-AND THE LIST OF PROJECTS AND VOLUNTEERS GOES ON AND ON
Volunteers touch every part of pickleball in Lincoln from tournaments to round robins and
educa on for beginners. Volunteers pick up li er and create doodle polls. They see something
that needs to done and do it—-o en without recogni on or even knowledge by other players.
They make dona ons and encourage new members and new players.
It would be nearly impossible to name every volunteer——you know who you are, what you do,
and how important you and your work are. Here are some of those volunteers who went
ABOVE & BEYOND. If we missed your name, we apologize.
A huge

THANKS to ALL who made 2021 a year of pickleball success.

Terri Acton
Beth Barre
Sco Braly
Frank Brill
Diane Carpenter
Michelle Derr
Karen Epp
Eldon Ficke
Bob Frohn
Nancy Hicks-Rose
Pam Hunzeker
Ed Johnson
Tom Kirchner
Larry Larson
Cliﬀ Lemen
Doug Marthaler
Tom McDonald
Connie Merchant
Helen Moore
Stefan Newbold
Judy Olson
Mary Ryan
Tim Sell
Pam Van Cleaf
Tim Wiggins
Terry Wilson
Dave Wolfe

Teresa Alexander
Doni Bowers
Gale Breed
Terri Brown
Jane Cech
Rosalie Duﬀy
Janice Eret
Karen Flowers
Nancy Furman
Jane Holt
Nancy Ingham
Larry Kay
Mike Korsakas
Larry Laux
Sue Loudon
Susan Mar n
Jim McLoughlin
Carol Myers
Steve Morrow
Pa Nielsen
Ed Plander
Charlie Safarik
Bev Sprouse
Chris ne Walker
Mike Wilkins
Pat Wing
Liz Zeﬀ

Karen Baenziger
Debbie Beck
Bryan Breen
Deb Burkle
Jane Connealy
Verlyn Dunlap
Mike Evnen
Trish Freeman
Chuck Gregorius
Joel Houston
Nancy Jagadich
Karen Kay
Terry Kuper
John Lei
Mary Lutz
Darcy McBride
Robin McFarland
Mick Mickle
Kim Nelson
Pat Novak
John Reinhardt
Brad Schnell
Deb Stoupa
Miriam Wallick
Sue Wilkins
Mary Wolfe
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Kevin Barker
Christopher Both
Cindy Bremer
Tom Callahan
Peg Coogan
Judy Eicher
Deb Farwell
Ray Frey
Yvonne Heakin
Gay Hubl
Cheryl Johnson
Jaque Kidder
Mary Larson
Cindy Lei
Mike Magnuson
Jack McCarty
Barb McIntyre
Jennifer Miller
Mark Nelson
Margaret Odgers
Bill Roehrs
Denise Schroeder
Loren Ubben
Lance White
Max Wing
Phil Wolfe

Educa on
Educa on and Training is a key service of Pickleball
Lincoln. At one me, we were all beginners trying to
understand the scoring system and what do you
mean the score is 4-5-2? What’s a legal serve and
what’s in and what’s out and whose call is it anyway?
And perhaps most important, what’s good e que e
and good sportsmanship? These are all part of the
educa on and training provided by Pickleball Lincoln.
Beginner Lessons In 2021, approximately 50 group lessons of around 250 beginners
par cipated in the 2-hour introductory pickleball lesson taught by Bill Roehrs. These lessons
were taught at Eden, Henry, Roberts Parks and Speedway Sports Complex.
Recrea onal, Educa onal Pickleball (REP) These beginners met 3-4 mes at Eden and Roberts
Parks as well as regular sessions at Speedway Sports Complex during winter season.
Experienced Player Skills & Drills Classes met once a week at Eden and were taught by PLI
board member, Joel Houston. Joel also taught lessons at Genesis.
OLLI Classes met for one session in the spring and for one session in the fall. These classes had a
total enrollment of 75 new players. One special feature was that there were over 30 PLI
members who volunteered to serve as mentors for these beginning players. Bill Roehrs led this
project and was assisted by many ﬁne teachers!
Jane Cech, cer ﬁed pickleball instructor, taught lessons at UNL—16 students,
SCC—24 students, and Copple YMCA—16 students.

8

Administra ve Updates
PLI Mee ngs & Minutes
The Pickleball Lincoln, Inc. Board of Directors meets monthly on the ﬁrst Monday of the month
via Zoom. Minutes are taken at each mee ng and posted on the PLI website quarterly.

PickleballLincoln.com
PLI Opera ons Manual
The Board of Directors approved the PLI Opera ons Manual authored by John Reinhardt and
Bill Roehrs. The manual is posted on the website and includes a list all of the PLI Oﬃcers and
their Core Func ons as volunteers.
The following are the Core Func ons that have been iden ﬁed:
Advancement

Communica ons

Facili es

Financial

Instruc on

Liaison

Long-Range Planning

Marke ng

Membership

Programs

Safety

Social Events

Tournaments

Volunteers

Each of these Core Func ons is cri cal to the past, current and future success of Pickleball
Lincoln.
PLI Bylaws
Ar cle IV (B) of the ByLaws of Pickleball Lincoln was clariﬁed to determine the length of term
for each board member and periodic elec on of oﬃcers.
Courts Usage Agreement
PLI nego ated a License Agreement with the Lincoln Parks and Recrea on Department that
states: PLI shall have priority to play pickleball on the 5 Satellite Courts from 7 AM to 12 PM 4
days a week as selected by the PLI Schedule. This agreement con nues to be in eﬀect for the
tennis courts which are also lined for pickleball. The Satellite Courts are located at Ballard,
Eden Henry, Roberts, and Seng Parks. In total, there are 20 pickleball courts at these loca ons.
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Financial
Income
Membership dues are an important factor in the ﬁnancial security of Pickleball Lincoln. Addi onal
revenues come from a variety of sources are important as Pickleball Lincoln builds to the future.
Following are some of the major sources of income in 2021.
Dues

$14,816

Give to Lincoln Day

$21,790

Dona ons

$

Skills/Drills/Lessons

$ 3,194

Round Robins, Tournaments & Scrambles

$ 1,418

Banners & Online Ads

$ 1,250

714

Fiscal Year-End

Current Assets:

$65,233.11

Expenses
Pickleball Lincoln has some ongoing expenses to support the organiza on’s administra ve
ac vi es but overall has very low overhead. The majority of its income is reserved for
equipment used by players as well as reserves for future court development. The following are
some of the expenses to be noted.
Membership Management Program

$ 476

Stripe Credit Card Company

$ 968

Insurance

$ 750

So ware

$ 477

Court Supplies & Repairs/Upgrades

$ 281

Oﬃce Supplies and Miscellaneous

$ 310

Sidewalk Installa on (Peterson Park)

$9,104

Fundraising
Give2Lincoln Day is an annual event sponsored by the Lincoln Community Founda on and bears
special men on because of its importance to Pickleball Lincoln. Ini ally led by Gale Breed, Board
member John Reinhardt now leads the Give2Lincoln Day eﬀort. Here are the results.
2018

$36,422

2019

$93,725

2020

$18,970

2021

$21,790

2022

Scheduled for May 26, 2022
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On the Horizon—-plans for 2022
First of all, it goes without saying that what Pickleball Lincoln has been doing needs to con nue.
But we can and need to do more as our sport con nues to grow. We need to maintain what we’ve
done and what we’ve built, but here are some of the ideas we will be looking at in 2022.
-Build on the partnerships with Lincoln Parks and Recrea on Department and provide input into
their Master Plan
-Par cipate in a pending proposal with Lincoln Tennis Associa on, Lincoln Public Schools, and
Lincoln Parks and Recrea on to add two dedicated pickleball courts and provide pickleball lines on
two tennis courts (four pickleball courts) at Densmore Park
-Par cipate in planning with Speedway Sports Complex oﬃcials for development of up to six
addi onal indoor permanent pickleball courts for year-round use
-Con nue to consider with Lincoln Parks and Recrea on Department for the possibility of pickleball
courts at Holmes Lake Park and Fleming Fields
-Pursue grants and fundraising to build a reserve fund for future court development
-Expand use of Play me Scheduler in ways that will beneﬁt members
-Reach out to agencies such as the YMCA and Genesis to engage in partnerships and obtain lower
pickleball fees and increased court mes when possible
-Provide new or update equipment and nets at outdoor satellite sites

Friends from PLI served together
wrapping presents at City Impact
for the Gi s of Love program.
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Neither snow, nor rain, nor wind, nor heat
stays these pickleball players from the swift
play of their favorite sport.

12

Your Board Members—What they do
The board members of Pickleball Lincoln perform many du es to beneﬁt the members and the
sport of pickleball. The PLI membership should be aware of the areas of responsibility for each
board member and to that end, the following is presented:

Mark Nelson — President
Tournament Director
Cornhusker State Games

Corporate Games
Long Range Planning
Meets and communicates regularly with Lincoln Parks and Recrea on Department to coordinate plans and address issues rela ve to the PLI/LPR Agreement
on the programming and use of speciﬁed city tennis courts and pickleball courts.
Seeks new partnerships and new places to play indoors and outdoors

Bill Roehrs — Vice-President
Oﬀers Beginner and Advanced lessons
Organizes and conducts the Recrea onal Educa onal Pickleball (REP) round robin
Created the PLI Opera ons Manual and Annual Report
Created Pickleball Lincoln Connects
Assisted in revisions to PLI Bylaws
Organized and conducted two OLLI Classes
Mentors the Southwest High School Pickleball Life me Sports unit
Assists grounds crews with wind screens, weed control and general maintenance
Developed the Densmore Courts proposal with John Reinhardt
Meets and greets many new players. Oﬀers informa on about PLI.
Provides free lesson to new PLI members
Serves as USA Pickleball District (Nebraska) Ambassador
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Your Board Members—What they do
Joel Houston— Assistant Vice President and Facili es Manager
Coordinates PLI members to ensure comple on of with tasks listed below.
Director of Pickleball at Genesis Health Clubs
Priori zes and manages facility improvements and maintenance
Ensures mowing and edging
Ensures weed & pest control
Priori zes and schedules court repairs
Ensures removal of debris on courts - birds, pine needles, leaves
Monitors nets and obtain repairs for Peterson Park and Satellite Courts
Coordinates windscreen installa ons and annual raising and lowering of screens
Maintains and reports list of volunteers for all loca ons.
Monitors court line condi ons and update pain ng as needed
Monitors and repairs fencing and gates and associated hardware
Secures courts when maintenance is being done
Monitorsfor poten al damage from snow removal by players

Jane Cech— Secretary
Pickleball Co-director through Nebraska Sports Council:
-Cornhusker State Games
-Corporate Games
Organizes, markets and manages PLI and area pickleball tournaments and scrambles
Group lesson instructor:
-Southeast Community College - University of Nebraska-Lincoln
-Copple Family YMCA
-Calvert a er school club
Organizes, sets-up and manage indoor play at Speedway Sports Complex
Serves as web administrator for the PLI website
Manages PLI’s email communica on
Manages PLI’s online membership so ware
Manages PLI’s Facebook group page
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Your Board Members— What they do
Rosalie Duﬀy—Assistant Secretary
Compiles agendas and records minutes for monthly PLI Board mee ngs
Helps coordinate and par cipates in board mee ngs
Posts PLI Board minutes at Peterson Park
Assisted with Cornhusker State Games and fall and winter scrambles
Assisted with November 2021 PLI Tournament

Mike Magnuson—Treasurer
Prepares the annual federal non-proﬁt tax return
Prepares the biennial non-proﬁt corporate report for the state of Nebraska
Maintains the accoun ng books and prepares ﬁnancial statements for review at each Board
mee ng
Ensures mely and accurate payment of invoices
Reconciles the bank account and ensures that all transac ons are accounted for and agree
with the bank account
Maintains the accoun ng system so ware
Prepares the applica on for insurance coverage

John Reinhardt – Assistant Treasurer and Liaison to the Parks & Recrea on Dept.
Coordinates PLI’s par cipa on in Give2Lincoln Day
Achieved 90th out of 456 among non-proﬁt organiza ons in total giving for May, 2021
Serves as the primary contact person for communica ons with the Lincoln Parks and
Recrea on Department regarding pickleball play in Lincoln City Parks
Serves as editor for PLI documents (Opera ons Manual, Densmore Proposal)
Represents PLI in discussions with Lincoln Parks and Recrea on Department about the
development of more loca ons for pickleball play within the Parks and Recrea on system
Oversees compliance with PLI Bylaws
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The People of Pickleball Lincoln…..
……….they’re the BEST.
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